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                                                 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build   

Following His resurrection Jesus appeared to His disciples and to many others giving proof that He had truly risen 

from the dead. During the 40 days after His resurrection Jesus seized the opportunity to review the Scriptures 

concerning Himself with the disciples in preparation for them to be His witnesses beginning in Jerusalem and 

extending to the ends of the world. Then one day on a hillside near Bethany as Jesus was blessing the disciples, He 

was lifted up into the heavens and disappeared from their sight in a cloud. Two angels appeared and told the disciples 

to stop gazing into heaven and to return to Jerusalem to await the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. They were told 

Jesus would return one day just as they had seen Him go. 

 

The ascension of Jesus fills us with comfort and hope. It is part of God’s plan to redeem us and 

restore us as His children. Even now seated in heaven, Jesus is able to watch over and care for His church. As He 

promised the disciples, He has sent the Holy Spirit as our Comforter and Counselor who leads us to Jesus. He 

continues to supply His church with pastors, teachers, evangelists, and missionaries to share the saving message of 

forgiveness and eternal life in Christ alone. As our mediator Jesus intercedes for us before God’s throne of grace. And 

He is keeping that promise to prepare a place for us in the Father’s house. 

 

To bring us to the Father’s house, Jesus has promised to return to our world. This time He will not 

come as an infant in a mother’s womb. Rather He will return as a King in all His divine glory with the host of heaven’s 

angels around Him. As Luther writes in his small catechism, “On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and 

give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.”   We do not know when that day will be, but God has set a day when 

He will judge the world with justice by the man He has appointed. (Acts 17:31) We have also been told that there will 

be days of increasing turmoil and distress for the church and the world. But the Lord has promised to bring us safely 

through. And so as Paul wrote to Titus, “We wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.” (2:13) We look forward to the day when we will finally be at home with Jesus in our heavenly 

home where there will be no more pain, sorrow, or death for they are part of this sinful, fallen world. But we shall dwell 

in house of the Lord forever. On Christ’s ascension I now build the hope of my ascension; 

This hope alone has always stilled all doubt and apprehension; 

For where the Head is, there as well I know His members are to dwell 

When Christ will come and call them. 

 

O grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, recalling Your ascension, 

That I may serve You faithfully in thanks for my redemption; 

And then, when all my days will cease, let me depart in joy and peace 

In answer to my pleading.  (LSB 492 vs. 1, 3) 

Looking forward to the Last Day with you, 

Pastor Paul 


